Atz’ Chaim/ DBG AZA Magical Night
Planned by: Tal Arad and Jonny Grishpul
6:50 PM- 7:20 PM: Mixer. Decorating cupcakes- each person has to put at least 3 layers of frosting, and sprinkles are optional. Then they get into partners (boy/girl). Each color represents a question they have to answer with their partners:

Frosting color 1: What is your favorite band, genre of music, artist/singer, and/or concert that you’ve been to?

Color 2: What is your favorite movie?

Color 3: What is your favorite restaurant?

Color 4: What’s the most memorable class you’ve ever taken?

Color 5: What was your favorite event?

Sprinkles: What’s your favorite vacation spot?

7:25 PM- 7:50 PM: Dinner. Talk about magic in Judaism while people eat. First start out by asking them questions: What is magic? Is it real? How do you think it relates to Judaism? 
Then: Rabbi Hecht said “G-d instructed us to control many of our natural cravings. He gave us permission to heal. He commanded us to feed the hungry and give money to the poor. He allowed to us to work the land and develop natural resources. He taught us how to bring spiritual light into the world, and commanded us to do so through his Torah and Mitzvos.

Yet He forbade us from tapping into dark energies to create (the illusion of) black magic. 

Immediately after the section on black magic, the Torah states: "Be whole with G-d", meaning: black magic makes you un-whole with G-d. Filling your life with the pursuit of universe-control, attempting to supernaturally shatter the barriers of physics, experimenting with the occult and the extrasensory, is unwholesome. 

And most of the time, simply foolish. After all, the vast majority of the time, this stuff (especially séances, tarot cards, psychics and crystal balls) is flatly bogus.

There are ways to transcend nature4, but it is impossible to circumvent G-d. G-d prohibits magic and G-d is just better at being G-d than we are, so trust Him. Let go. Leave your future and the universe in His hands, and lead your life in accordance with His will.”

Debate: With the storms created over science and Torah, we seem to overlook a very big chink in the armor of the debate, magic. How do we begin to play with notions that the Chachamim understood relativity, string theory or quantum mechanics from the Torah and Talmud, when they seem to promote the notions of nonsense, such as astrology, black magic, fortunetelling, magic medicine and superstition. In fact, the debate in the Torah is whether the Torah forbid them because they are true, but we cannot use them (e.g. the Ramban et al), or whether they are forbidden because they are simply foolishness

7:55 PM-8:05 PM: Havdallah.
8:10 PM- 8:45 PM: Skits: split up into 2-3 groups, each group has to come up with a skit and use the following words:
1. Boom
2. sparks

3. fireworks

4. harry potter

5. wizards

6. tricks

7. wand

8. fantasy

9. magical

10. amazing

8:50 PM- 9:10 PM: Star Gazing + Constellations lesson 

9:15 PM- 10:20 PM: Fraternity/Sisterhood:

a) Blind-folded leap frog (20 min.)

b) Blind-folded feeding pudding: get into partners (boy/girl again) blindfolded person has to feed pudding (with a spoon) to the other person, as he/she directs the blindfolded person how to do it. (20 min)

c) Maze Race: In one room on the ground will be two mazes, for two different teams. Basically, a bunch of objects will be spread across the floor. One person from each time is blind-folded and his/her teammates have to lead him/her through the maze and it’s a race between the two teams. The teammates who are not blindfolded stand in a semi-circle outside of the maze and have to direct the person but the catch is they go in order and each person can only say one word at a time. (20 min.)

d) Wrap-up (5 min): if time, do a discussion. What was it to be blind-folded? What strategies did you come up with in your partners that worked? What didn’t work? And then say: “Sometimes in life it feels like we’re moving into a new territory, somewhere we’ve never been before, and we have no idea what to expect. We rely on our brothers and sisters to carefully lead us into success. We trust them to make this new territory more comfortable and familiar.” Talk about the magic of BBYO (sisterhood/fraternity).

